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The Interagency Committee on Disability Re-
search (ICDR) shall, within 120 days from the
date of this directive, publish a report identi-
fying priority areas for the advancement of as-
sistive technologies and universal design capa-
bilities. This report should be prepared in co-
operation with the disability and the research
communities. The report should cover tech-
nologies needed for improving or increasing:

• Sensory functioning, such as digital tech-
nologies to enhance speech intelligibility;

• Mobility enhancement, such as advanced
prosthetic devices;

• Manipulation ability;
• Cognitive function;
• Accessibility of information and commu-

nications technology, such as text-to-speech
and speech recognition systems; and

• Accessibility to, and mobility within the
physical environment.

(b) Following the issuance of this report, each
agency that participates in the Small Business
Innovation Research program (SBIR) shall, con-
sistent with current law, develop a strategy for
enhancing the transfer of technology that can
contribute to the needs and requirements identi-
fied by the ICDR. This strategy must address
both intramural and extramural research and de-
velopment. Agencies shall publish their strate-
gies 6 months after the issuance of the ICDR
report. Agency strategies should include, but not
be limited to, the development of focused solici-
tations under the SBIR program.

This memorandum does not create any right
or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforce-
able by law, by a party against the United States,
its officers, its employees, or any other person.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Message to the Senate Transmitting Optional Protocols to the Convention
on the Rights of the Child
July 25, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving advice and consent

of the Senate to ratification, I transmit herewith
two optional protocols to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, both of which were adopted
at New York, May 25, 2000: (1) The Optional
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of
the Child on Involvement of Children in Armed
Conflict; and (2) The Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the
Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child
Pornography. I signed both Protocols on July
5, 2000.

In addition, I transmit for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Department
of State with respect to both Protocols, including
article-by-article analyses of each Protocol. As
detailed in the Department of State report, a

number of understandings and declarations are
recommended.

These Protocols represent a true breakthrough
for the children of the world. Ratification of
these Protocols will enhance the ability of the
United States to provide global leadership in
the effort to eliminate abuses against children
with respect to armed conflict and sexual exploi-
tation.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to both Protocols and
give its advice and consent to the ratification
of both Protocols, subject to the understandings
and declarations recommended in the Depart-
ment of State Report.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
July 25, 2000.
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Remarks at a Memorial Service for Diane Blair in Fayetteville, Arkansas
July 25, 2000

I think my friend would get a big kick out
of knowing today that I am virtually at a loss
for words. [Laughter] Every friendship has a
chronology. Ours started in 1972 when I came
up here to Fayetteville to see Diane because
she was a delegate to the Democratic National
Convention. And we two comprised, along with
Jim, some 50 percent of the white Arkansans
who wanted to vote for George McGovern.
[Laughter]

So we’re drinking a cup of coffee or drinking
a Coke or something at the union, and I’d met
this woman like 10 minutes ago, and I was sup-
posed to be talking politics with her, and all
of a sudden, I started talking about Hillary, and
I was talking about how much she had reminded
me of Hillary. And all of a sudden, I felt that,
somehow, she had totally captured me, and in
some fundamental way, I would somehow be-
long to her for the rest of my life. [Laughter]
And that’s exactly what happened.

And in 1973 when I came home to Arkansas,
and then Hillary came here, and I made sure
they got together, and Diane and Jim and I—
we’d meet her, one of us—we weren’t married
then, and it’s been kind of the most interesting
thing in my friendship life that Hillary and I
always considered Diane and Jim our best ‘‘cou-
ple friend.’’ But we were both privileged to have
individual friendships with both of them, and
it has been a true blessing.

It does tickle me that she worked in all my
campaigns, and after Jim made her a rich lady,
she still lived in that lousy apartment in Little
Rock in ’92—[laughter]—still working the cam-
paign. [Laughter] It tickles me that when I mar-
ried them in 1979—that’s one way a Governor
has more power than a President; I can’t do
that anymore—[laughter]—they wanted me to
wear a top hat, tails. I even had a cane. And
I never get tired of looking at that wedding
picture. It’s in the program.

Then, this was not a woman to let you wallow
in self-pity. In 1980 I became the youngest
former Governor in the history of America.
[Laughter] So after giving me a couple of
months to lick my wounds and feel sorry for
myself, she made me show up at her political

science class to explain how I got my brains
beat out. [Laughter]

So many times over the last several years,
she gave me a home away from home, and
then since we’ve been in the White House, as
you heard Hillary say, even in the Governor’s
mansion, we tried to give them the same.

It was just a little over 5 months ago, and
probably 2 or 3 days before we learned that
Diane was ill, that Jim came up and spent 3
nights—3 days and 3 nights—in Washington,
and we were thinking about all the trips that
we would take together when, finally, Hillary
and I were liberated from our present respon-
sibilities.

It doesn’t take long to live a life. And I guess
what I would like to say today is that somehow,
I felt about her as I have rarely felt about any
human being, that she had this peculiar blend.
She was beautiful and good. She was serious
and funny. She was completely ambitious to do
good and be good but fundamentally selfless.

Sometime in our mid-thirties when Hillary
and I were living in the Governor’s mansion,
we woke up one day and realized we might
not live forever and that something could hap-
pen to us, and we actually made out a will.
And I called Diane and Jim and said, ‘‘You
know, we’re making out this will. Would you
raise Chelsea if anything happens to us?’’

Thankfully, we were able to watch our chil-
dren grow up together. Diane had great kids
and great stepchildren. Bill and Missy both work
for Hillary and me now, and we’re very grateful
for that.

There are just three other points I would
like to make. Diane had an interesting life—
came to Arkansas because she married Hugh
Kincaid, and she stayed. Jim Blair would be
the first person to tell you she made a lot better
man out of him than he was before he married
her. [Laughter] And most of us would tell you
that she somehow made better people of us
as well.

But I want to say this, because somebody
needs to. I’ve never seen a more beautiful, com-
plete expression of love in my life than you,
Jim, when you fought to save her, and you took
care of her when you realized you couldn’t.
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